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Water levels 

After a rather unusual winter, we are in the 
midst of an unusual spring! A research scientist 
quoted in the Ottawa Citizen expects that we 
will experience a record-setting spring for 
wildlife – more sun loving insects (fewer 
mosquitoes), earlier flowering of plants, birds 
migrating earlier, boom for the squirrel 
population, higher number of deer and their 
predators such as coyotes. 2010 is also the 
International Year of Biodiversity. 
Farren Lake too, will be an active place this 
summer with diversity- related projects.  All are 
highlighted in this issue including two fish 
surveys, a possible shoreline survey and 
identification of aquatic vegetation.  Informal, 
around–the-lake consultations on lake 
stewardship are also happening this summer. 
Enjoy the issue and bring your thoughts to the 
AGM on May 22. 
 

The water levels for 2009 were roughly 
consistent with what we’ve seen over the last 
few years, and with the usual variability in the 
two hottest summer months. At no time did the 
level go below the summer standard of 3 of the 
level gauge. These figures are for the old 
gauge, by the way. Both new (bold typeface) 
and old scales are shown on the chart below. 
 

According to table 1 on page 5 of the 2009 
Township Sewage System re-inspection 
program, Farren Lake is one of 11 that will be re-
inspected in year 2010 to assess compliance and 
correction of any deficiencies noted in the 
previous inspection. (See TVT Web site, 
Planning & development, Mississippi-Rideau 
Septic System Office section). Tay Valley 
Township contracts its Sewage System 
Inspection and Sewage Re-Inspection program to 
the Mississippi Valley Conservation Authority. 
Cottage owners should therefore ensure that their 
septic system access points are well marked. 

Next septic system survey    
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Recent water-related articles 
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From the “Canada report” in the St. Petersburg 
(Fla.) Times (by permission): 
By Jim Fox, March 14, 2010. 
 
  “Canada has had its warmest and driest winter 
in 63 years, but climatologists say this could lead 
to a difficult summer. Environment Canada said 
December through February (2010) was 7.2 
degrees warmer than normal while amounts of 
snow and rain were 22 percent lower. 
  Senior climatologist David Phillips said this 
could lead to summer problems including 
droughts, forest fires, rampant insect infestations 
and more pests and viruses. Pine beetles have 
likely survived the unseasonably warm weather 
and could emerge in full force soon.” 
   What will be the effect on the Farren Lake 
summer water level remains to be seen, though 
month-long droughts in past seasons give an 
indication. 
     -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 
re “Discover” magazine, April 2010 
 
(Washington State, USA) 
The April, 2010 issue of Discover magazine 
contains an article, for those interested in looking 
at a back issue, of how beavers are proposed as a 
means of better retaining melt-water by the 
agency of their dams, as opposed to spending 
billions on man-made structures. 
The idea is based on work coming from the 
University of Alberta (Hood & Bayley), who 
studied beaver dams and water retention in Elk 
Island National Park (Canada), using records 
spanning many decades. 
 
Interesting, but clearly this would only be 
practical in remote areas where there are 
substantial forests near the shoreline, such that 
the beaver impact thereon is minimal.  
Perhaps they would want some of our beavers? 
 
 

Voluntary catch survey    
Spring – summer –fall 2010 

The following obituaries are of two long-time 
cottagers of Farren Lake: 
 
ST-AMOUR, Anita Simone, on December 28th, 
2009. Anita was a retiree of the Ottawa Citizen. 
Anita is survived by her husband René, four 
sons , six grandchildren and one great-
grandchild, as well as her brother Ron and sister 
Stella.  
 
BATCOCK, Norma, R.N., on Saturday, 
February 6, 2010. She was the daughter of Dr. 
& Mrs. Featherston. Both the Batcock and 
Featherston cottages are now owned by 
Norma’s daughters. 
Norma is survived by her husband David, 
daughters Barbara Ann Hincke and Trish 
Hargrave, and grandchildren.  
 

Obituaries 
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Dedicated to producing hits from the classic era of 
Broadway and the London Stage, the Classic 
Theatre Festival's 2010 season will feature 
productions of Noel Coward's classic comedy 
"Blithe Spirit" (July 9-August 1) as well as John Van 
Druten's "The Voice of the Turtle" (August 6-29) a 
timeless WWII-era romance that was one of the 
longest-running shows on Broadway in its day. 
 
Produced, directed, and starring alumni of the Shaw 
and Stratford  Festivals, among many other 
professional stages across Canada, the festival is 
very affordably priced and is offering a series of 
group discounts and reduced rates for folks under 
age 30. We are also partnering with The Stone Cellar 
Restaurant, The Goodwood Oven and Mexicali 
Rosa's, all conveniently located near the Studio 
Theatre, should folks be interested in enjoying lunch 
or dinner along with a matinee or evening show. 
 
Shows will run Wednesday to Saturday at 8 pm, 
with 2 pm matinees on Wednesdays, Saturdays, and 
Sundays.  The plays will be presented at the Studio 
Theatre in downtown Heritage Perth, 63 Gore Street 
East. There's plenty of parking available. 
 
Tickets: (877) 283-1283, or www.classictheatre.ca 

�  some explanation of the ‘springs’ in the lake so 
apparent to swimmers but denied by scientists; 

�  the need for illustrations and better description of 
invasive species; 

�  the omission of Gypsy Moths was noted and is to 
be corrected; 

�  the fishing data is very out of date and plans 
should be explored to rectify this situation; 

�  the importance of posting correct road addresses 
and PIN numbers inside cottages was emphasized; 

�  more information was requested on shore erosion; 
�  concern was expressed at the loss of community 

activities needed to bring about a greater sense of 
community. 

 
The final exercise of the workshop was to produce a 
series of vision statements. These included:  

1. A lake with excellent water quality 
2. Maintenance of healthy wildlife habitat 
3. Natural shorelines restored 
4. Good fishing 
5. Safe and responsible recreational activities 
6. Personal privacy and enjoyment 
7. Neighbourly social interaction 
8. Historical and cultural preservation 
9. Rich biological diversity 
10. Keep taxes low enough that our families can 

continue the tradition of cottage life 
11. Ensure recreational activities do not impinge 

upon the peace and enjoyment of the lake by 
others.  

12. No commercial or backlot development. 
13. Encourage all cottagers to be stewards of a 

healthy lake and environment. 
14. Well maintained cottages 

 
The next steps in the process are to make the requested 
changes and enhancements to the SOL report and to 
prepare for the road-by-road consultations planned for 
June and July.  In August we hope to have a major 
Plenary Consensus Workshop so that we are all agreed 
on the direction to be taken in the Lake Management 
Plan which is to be drafted over next winter. 

 
Your participation in the round-the-lake consultations 
and in the August workshop is absolutely essential if 
our plan is to reflect the ideas of all property owners 
around Farren Lake. 
 

New Theatre Group in Perth 
For local interest. 

Lake Management Planning (LMP) 
 

The last event in the LMP process was our Workshop 
held August 15, 2009, chaired by Monty Doyle and 
facilitated by Gord Rodgers of French Planning 
Services.  
 
Following the distribution of the State of the Lake 
Report, the group broke up into small groups to 
discuss the content of the SOL report and suggest 
additions and improvements that could point the way 
to a final Lake Management Plan. 
The major points emerging from this exercise were as 
follows: 
�  the chapter on water quality should provide 

norms or  standards with which to compare our 
water quality; 
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Farren Lake dam – operating proposal 

Some members of the FLPOA met with Dale 
McClenaghan of the MNR, late last year, to 
discuss possible changes to the very old Farren 
Lake Dam Management Plan. The changes are 
relatively minor and relate to the following: 
- allowing some marginal flow in the summer for 
better lake flushing (rainfall permitting) 
- somewhat deeper water levels in winter to 
conserve oxygen for fish in shallow areas 
- possible volunteers to assist in beaver dam 
debris removal at the dam 
- a change to the summer target gauge reading to 
accommodate metric measurements. 
 
A revised version has now been prepared. 
 
A new aerial photo of the lake was provided by 
Mr. McClenaghan and this can be had 
(electronically) by contacting Lea Barker at  
barker@ca.inter.net. It will also be included in 
the Farren Lake History book.  
 

Local flora & fauna   
Gill-net survey   

 This summer, the Ministry of Natural Resources 
(MNR) will be conducting a comprehensive 
fisheries survey of Farren Lake in July or August. 
During a five-day period, gill nets of varying mesh 
sizes will be set at 22 different locations around the 
lake. The location of the nets will be well marked 
so that people can avoid them. MNR will be 
trapping all sizes of fish, including minnow-sized 
“forage” fish. In addition to fish, MNR will be 
sampling the lake for oxygen levels and 
concentrations of phosphates. The last such survey 
was done several years ago. 
 

Indian Pipe  
Monotropa uniflora 
Saprophytic plant  
Single white or pinkish flower 
White translucent stem 
June to September in woodland humus. 
 

Cow Vetch 
Vicia cracca  (Pea family) 
Climbing vine with clusters 
   of blue flowers 
Clusters of narrow leaves on stems 
Blooms May-August, roadsides and    
  fields 

TOP THREE ways to love your lake by keeping it clean and 
healthy: 
1. Keep or replant natural shorelines using native plants 
2. Reduce your use of fertilizers on all lands near the lake  
3. Have your septic system inspected and have your tank 
pumped every two years. 
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Tay Valley Township items 
(Disseminated at the request of the TVT.) 

1. After a competitive RFP process the Township 
has awarded the Website Redesign project to a 
local firm who met all of the technical requirements 
and have the necessary municipal experience for a 
project of this type.  The next step in this project is 
designing a website that visually captures the 
uniqueness of our township, highlighting its rich 
history, abundant lakes/ rivers and wealth of 
artisans.  With this aim in mind we are asking 
residents to share photos capturing local 
landscapes, events and built heritage.  Send them 
by mail, email or in person to the attention of 
Robert Tremblay, clerk@tayvalleytwp.ca or Joanne 
Gallagher at jgallagher@tayvalleytwp.ca .  
Photographers /donors will be acknowledged on the 
website and in all media releases.  Please be sure to 
include photo details (where taken, name of 
person/place in picture) 

2. ������������ trying to get the word out regarding the 
relocation of the Township office back to 217 
Harper Road.  The move was planned for Monday 
and Tuesday, March 22nd and 23rd.  To 
accommodate the move the office was closed on 
these dates and re-opened for business at 8:30 am 
on Wednesday, March 24th. 

 The TVT hopes that you will drop by to check out 
the newly designed office space for yourself.  The 
official opening is still TBA. 

The July, 2009  Farren Lake State of the Lake 
Report, identified, among other things, the need 
to update our shoreline information and to begin 
a formal species listing of the plants and animals 
of the area.   
Last October an opportunity to do this presented 
itself.  The Centre for Sustainable Watersheds 
with environmental interest groups in eastern 
Ontario including the Rideau Valley 
Conservation Authority (RVCA) were in the 
process of submitting an application to 
EcoAction for funds to deliver a water protection 
program on three lakes based on their individual 
needs. This unique project is to be the first of its 
kind in Canada and it is hoped that, on its 
success, it can be applied to other lakes and 
rivers around the country where capacity 
building for grassroots organizations such as lake 
associations is needed. Three lakes took 
advantage of the offer to participate - Adam 
Lake, Bobs and Crow Lakes (Crow Lake end) 
and Farren Lake. 
Should our proposal be successful, we can 
expect a shoreline survey this summer, using 
M.A.P.L.E. shoreline classification protocols. In 
the following year, property owners will receive 
a 3- page report providing recommendations 
about healthy shoreline living specific to their 
property, and the opportunity to be involved in 
identifying as many plants and animals species 
as possible.   
 

Shoreline survey proposal: an 
opportunity  

Fire Permits 

Effective from July 1, 2006, all burning is to be 
from Sunrise to Sunset only.  A permit is 
required for ALL open air burning.   Once you 
obtain a permit and you wish to burn you must 
call the Fire Rescue Admin Office at 613-267-
2596 to announce your intention (or leave a 
message). 
 

Black bear talk 

Saturday, June 19th, 2010 2-4pm 
Land O’ Lakes Lions Hall 
12328 Hwy. 41, Northbrook 
 
Dr. Martyn Obbard, a bear research scientist with 
the Ministry of Natural Resources, will provide the 
most up-to-date information on bear biology, 
movements, behaviour and bear-human conflict.  
Free admission. 
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Donating Legacy Lands 
(Rideau Valley Conservation Foundation) 

Bill 173, An Ac to Amend Ontario’s Mining Act, 
passed Third reading in the Legislative Assembly 
on Oct. 21/09, and the Mining Amendment Act, 
2009, received Royal Assent on Oct. 28/09. 
Some notable changes in the new Act include 
withdrawal of Crown-held mining rights from 
staking in Southern Ontario, where only the 
surface rights are privately held. 
The revised Act also has an expanded list of lands 
not open to staking without the Minister’s consent, 
increasing the consideration for residential and 
cottage properties. Within 5 years there will be 
new exploration rules, among them requirements 
for consultation, and environmental rehabilitation, 
and recognition of the rights of landowners. 

This article relates to those wishing to retain the 
use of their property but also to have a role in 
maintaining their land in a conservancy state in 
perpetuity, through donation to the RVCA. 
The Rideau Valley Conservation Foundation 
(RVCF) has an active land securement plan and 
strong track record in managing donated land 
through agreement with the Rideau Valley 
Conservation Authority (RVCA).   Other groups 
similarly accept gifts of land in exchange for a 
charitable tax receipt for the fair market value of 
the property.   Groups like the Rideau Waterway 
Land Trust Foundation, local municipalities and 
the Nature Conservancy of Canada.   Several 
donation options are available. 
 
Of particular value to RVCF are key parcels of 
ecologically sensitive or unique water-related 
lands (wetlands, shoreline and aquifer recharge 
areas).   Islands are near the top of the list. 
 
Although they are donated, gifted lands are not 
free.  Each land donation could have a cost of 
up to $15,000 in terms of legal, surveying and 
appraisal fees plus the ongoing taxes, 
maintenance, signage and monitoring of the new 
property.    Donors are sometimes in a position 
to offer a much-appreciated monetary gift to a 
maintenance fund in addition to the land itself.   
The Rideau Valley Conservation Foundation 
has set up a growing fund to help offset the cost 
of accepting such lands on behalf of the public.  
Gifts received from many sources go into the 
Environmental Land Fund and the Conservation 
Land Endowment Fund for just that purpose.    
 
For information: 
charles.billington@rvca.ca   
 

Property taxes and WRAFT   

More on Mining Rights issue  (per FOCA) 

Two recent items from WRAFT: 
1. A petition  
The WRAFT Web site contains a petition that it 
asks members to sign and return to WRAFT, for 
submission to Queen’s Park later this year.  
The petition states “Yes, I want to see CAPTR’s 
property tax reform policy take effect in 
Ontario!” 
CAPTR is the “Coalition After Property Tax 
Reform.” They have a Web site, www.captr.org . 
(WRAFT feels that the current Gov’t. does not intend to 
make any great changes to assessment processes.) 
 
2. March 11, 2010 
At the WRAFT Annual General Meeting in the 
fall of 2009, many members expressed the desire 
to have information which would assist them in 
dealing with inappropriate assessments. 
The WRAFT Web site, http://wraft.com/news , 
provides some information on the best ways of 
proceeding if one wishes to contest their 
assessment. Since the deadline is March 31, 
2010, the information is useful only for next 
year.  
 



 

 
Farren Lake News is a publication of The Farren Lake Property 

Owners Association Inc. 
Contributions by members are welcome. 
Editor - Lea Barker: barker@ca.inter.net 

Articles for this issue submitted by L. Barker, Martin Hiltz, Eugenia 
Flett, Monty Doyle, Jackie Stapledon. Gail Graser, Jim Marshall. 

FLPOA Web site 

The Farren Lake Property Owner’s Association has a 
website dedicated to providing members with information 
related to the status of the lake, the activities of the 
Association, and general interest information from the 
surrounding neighbourhood. Any member is welcome to 
submit articles and pictures of common interest, 
including stories of family reunions, wildlife sightings 
around the lake, winter activities, etc..  
Please submit your contributions to John Ficner. E-mail 
j.ficner@sympatico.ca 
Don’t forget to visit the website at: www.FarrenLake.ca 
 

Annual Meeting 

Date: May 22, 2010 
Time: 2:00 to 4:00 PM 
 
Location:   ABC Hall, Bolingbroke 
Event:       Afternoon tea, including coffee, 
       tea, cakes, & juice. 
Cost:       No charge for FLPOA members. 
Topic:  Why a shoreline survey – what to expect 
              Guest speaker: Barbara King, Centre for 
               Sustainable Watersheds 
 
RSVP by: May 15, 2010 latest. 

Please use the form accompanying this 
  newsletter. 

Gypsy Moth Traps 

Membership 

If you are not a member, please become one. 
This is your lake. Your interest and participation 
in the FLPOA is vital to retain and improve the 
quality of life you presently enjoy on Farren 
Lake.  New property owners are especially 
encouraged to join and to become involved in the 
association. New ideas and energy are needed to 
protect our lake for the future. Please see the 
membership form with the accompanying details 
of the Annual general Meeting, or print it from 
our web-site. 
This summer, your road representatives will be 
visiting, to broaden our membership base. 

Ann Johns will take orders for Gypsy Moth 
traps. The cost is $35 a set (there are 5 traps per 
set). Orders must be in by June 9 so that they 
can be received and put in place by the end of 
June at the latest, to be most effective. Ann can 
be reached at 613-256-0693 or at the cottage at 
613-273-2405; or by mail at R.R. #4, Almonte 
ON, K0A 1A0.  
Payment is to be made when the traps are 
delivered. 
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Your FLPOA executive group 

President - Eugenia Flett  
Secretary - Jackie Stapledon  
Treasurer – Ron Fitzgerald 
Website   - John Ficner   
Newsletter - Lea Barker  
Directors-at-large: 

Gail Graser, Jim Marshall, Martin Hiltz,       
Calvin Thompson, Monty Doyle. 


